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2026 Mater Research Betty McGrath 
- Application Form
	Document ID:
	2026 BM Application
	Version number:
	V5

	Approval Date
	18 September 2026
	Approval authority:
	Mater Research Executive


Mater Research Grants Office Use Only 

Applications close at MIDDAY on 28 October 2026. Submit via email to research.grants@mater.uq.edu.au 

A full application consists of 
· a completed and signed 2026 Mater Research Betty McGrath – Application Form, 
· a completed 2026 Betty McGrath Grant Budget spreadsheet, and 
· a separate signed Letter of Support from applicant’s Group Leader, Team Manager or Clinical Department Head as per the guidelines. 

Applications must be submitted via email to research.grants@mater.uq.edu.au with the subject line 2026 Mater Research Betty McGrath Grant by the closing date.

Text must be entered using the text prompt       preset to Century Gothic, 10 pt, MR blue text.   The application form layout, text size, colour ((Century Gothic, 10pt, MR blue) and margins MUST NOT be altered. 

Do not convert to PDF. Note, the signed certification page only, may be submitted as a PDF along with the full unsigned word document application form if required.

The application form must be signed and saved with the filename ‘2026 BM Grant Application Form_SURNAME’

Late, unsigned or incomplete applications will not be accepted. Requests for extension are only permitted under exceptional circumstances and must be requested by email to research.grants@mater.uq.edu.au before the closing date for consideration.
Applicant Details
	[bookmark: _Hlk161653131]Title, Name (first, last)
	     

	Mater Position Title
	     

	Mater Department or Research Group
	     

	Telephone
	     

	Email
	     

	I have a current permanent / continuing non casual appointment or fixed term non casual contract at Mater (Mater Research/MRI-UQ, Mater Health or Mater Education). (VMO’s are not eligible)
	  ☐  Yes- continuing Mater appointment
  ☐  Yes- fixed term Mater appointment
  ☐ No- please contact research.grants@mater.uq.edu.au  before applying

	For those with fixed term appointments, please enter the contract end date. 
	
      (DD/MM/YYYY)


	Is your Mater appointment full time of part time and if part time please include FTE, % or days per week  
	  ☐  Full-time Mater employed
  ☐  Part time Mater employed
      (FTE, % or days per week Mater employment)

	Mater Hospital and location/site(s) the project will be undertaken 
Example:  Mater Hospital Brisbane, Mater Hospital Springfield, Mater Mothers’ Hospital)
	
     

	Do you or any team members have a Conflict of interest (COI) related to the proposed research activity
	No  ☐
Yes ☐ if yes please provide what these are and how they will be managed (attach any approved management plans)
     


Project Details
	[bookmark: _Hlk191391084]Project Title:  Please provide a project title using lay language. (Avoid all technical terms)

	     




	Lay Summary Synopsis

	Please provide a lay language summary of the significance and quality of the proposed research, the immediate and potential longer-term benefits (Avoid all technical terms) 
(Max. 300 words).


	
     




	Research Proposal

	Please provide a research proposal detailing the background, alignment with scheme purpose and aims, hypothesis and aims, research plan/experimental approach, feasibility of the project (including significance/innovation and implementation plan and milestones), expected outcomes, and expected impacts. Applicants are strongly encouraged to consider opportunities for meaningful consumer involvement to enhance the relevance, quality and potential impact of the research.
(Max. 4 pages, plus 1 page for references)


	
      



Team Overview
	Team Overview

	Provide an overview of the research team and/or collaborators delivering the project, demonstrating that the applicant either has experience in managing a research project or that they have active support from sufficiently experienced researchers and/or research active clinicians within Mater. 

The research project ‘team’ does not need to be limited to one clinical department, research group, or business unit. The team overview should include the key players who are working together on the proposed project.

If the proposed project is led by a solo researcher, please specify this.

The team overview should provide sufficient detail for the assessors to understand why this is the right ‘team’ of people to deliver this specific research project. Include information applicable to your ability to deliver the proposed research project, such as a brief summary of previous research experience, examples of collaborations with others, and previous contributions to research related outcomes such as publications, changes in practice or service delivery, presentations etc). If you haven’t been involved in prior research, consider including transferable skills that may support your involvement, and describe how the team you’ve assembled for this project will work together to deliver a successful project. Refer to the selection criteria before completing 
(Max. 1 page)



	
     




Budget
	Budget Request 

	Please submit the full requested budget using the 2026 Betty McGrath Budget Sheet template for  maximum of $50,000pa for 3 years (total $300,000 maximum over 3 years). Where appropriate, applicants are recommended to budget for meaningful consumer involvement activities.
Transfer the yearly and grant totals from the budget spreadsheet to the table below. Round your Sub-Totals and Totals to the nearest dollar amount. 
	Year
	Budget Item
E.g. salary
	$ Amount Requested

	YEAR 1
	Equipment and Project Costs TOTAL
	$     

	
	Salaries TOTAL
	$     

	
	Equipment, Project Costs & Salary TOTAL
	$     

	YEAR 2
	Equipment and Project Costs TOTAL
	$     

	
	Salaries TOTAL
	$     

	
	Equipment, Project Costs & Salary TOTAL
	$     

	YEAR 3
	Equipment and Project Costs TOTAL
	$     

	
	Salaries TOTAL
	$     

	
	Equipment, Project Costs & Salary TOTAL
	$     

	All YEARS
	Equipment and Project Costs GRAND TOTAL
	$     

	
	Salaries GRAND TOTAL
	$     

	
	EQUIPMENT, PROJECT COSTS & SALARY COSTS GRAND TOTAL
	$     





[bookmark: _Toc468346699]
	Budget Justification

	Please provide a detailed budget justification outlining details off all budget items, including suitable salary levels and time commitment, appropriateness of all costs requested and how these will achieve the project outcomes.
 (1 page maximum)


	
     




Research Ethics and Governance Approvals
	Regulatory approvals

	Please select all compliance requirements associated with this research project.

	Does this research project require human ethics approval?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	Status
Choose an item.

	HREC Reference Number
	     
	Expiry Date
	     

	[bookmark: _Hlk208839188]Does this research project require Research Governance (site specific authorisation) approval?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	Status
Choose an item.

	Research Governance Number
	     
	Expiry Date
	     

	Does this research require any other clearances or approvals (animal ethics, biosafety approval etc)?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No
	Status
Choose an item.

	If yes provide details 
	     





Applicant Checklist and Certification
☐ 	A completed and signed application form word document with the filename ‘2026 BM Grant Application Form_SURNAME’

☐ 	A complete 2026 Betty McGrath Grant Budget spreadsheet with filename ‘2026 BM Budget_SURNAME’

☐ 	A signed Letter of Support (LoS) is provided either below as an appendix to the end of the application form or as a separate document (can be PDF or word document) and included in the application submission

☐ 	I certify, to the best of my knowledge, that all information presented is true and complete at the time of application.

☐ 	I agree to carry out the research per the principles of the NHMRC Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research (2018) and all relevant Mater policies and procedures and relevant terms and conditions of the grant. I acknowledge that all ethics approvals and clearances required to complete my research as outlined in this application will be in place before the commencement of the work.

☐ 	I agree to participate in public events (e.g., Mater Foundation events) to promote Mater Research Limited and their research projects.

	Applicant (full name)
	     

	Signature
	     

	Date
	     


Internal Use Only: The Material within this document has been developed solely for the internal business purposes of Mater Research. Disclosure of information of this classification may result in a breach of statutory or regulatory obligations by the Mater.


Appendix 1- Grant Selection Criteria
The Review Panel will assess applications against the Selection Criteria below and how well their application meets the purpose of the Award. The following criteria will be used for scoring, ranking and shortlisting applications. 
	Criteria
	Weighting

	Research Proposal
The proposal will be considered across the sections:
a) Significance and Alignment to Mater Priorities (20%)
The proposed project: 
· addresses an important healthcare, education, workforce, service delivery or business challenge relevant to Mater
· aligns with the purpose and aims of the Betty McGrath Grant scheme
· addresses a clearly defined need, evidence gap, or opportunity for improvement
· demonstrates why the project is important and why it should be undertaken now
· has the potential to improve outcomes for Mater patients, staff, services, education programs and/or business systems

b) Research Quality and Methodological Rigour (25%)
The proposed project:
· has clear and well-defined aims, objectives and research questions
· is supported by an appropriate rationale and relevant evidence
· uses a study design and methodology capable of answering the proposed research question
· includes appropriate outcome measures, evaluation approaches and/or implementation measures
· demonstrates consideration of potential risks, limitations and mitigation strategies
· is likely to generate reliable and meaningful findings

c) Innovation and Improvement Potential (15%)
The proposed project: 
· demonstrates originality, innovation or creative approaches to addressing the identified problem
· challenges existing practice, introduces new approaches, or substantially improves current processes
· applies new knowledge, technologies, models of care, educational approaches or service innovations where relevant
· has the potential to generate insights or solutions beyond current practice
· is likely to contribute meaningfully to healthcare improvement or organisational learning

d) Translation, Implementation and Impact (20%)
The proposed project: 
· includes a clear pathway to implementation, translation or uptake of findings
· is likely to deliver outcomes that can be implemented within Mater
· demonstrates consideration of key stakeholders and end users
· demonstrates consideration of meaningful consumer involvement, where appropriate, to enhance the relevance, translation and impact of the research
· has the potential to improve the quality, safety, effectiveness, efficiency or experience of healthcare delivery
· is likely to produce benefits that extend beyond the completion of the project
· has potential to strengthen Mater's capacity to provide high-quality, evidence-based healthcare and services
	80%

	Feasibility & Capability
Extent to which the applicant/team demonstrates the capability, expertise, resources and planning required to successfully deliver the proposed project and achieve its stated outcomes.
The applicant/team:
· demonstrates the expertise, experience, skills and appropriate support necessary to achieve the project aims and outcomes
· has an appropriate balance of multidisciplinary expertise, experience and training to address the proposed project
· has access to the infrastructure, resources, facilities, technology and support personnel required to undertake the project
· has presented a realistic and achievable project plan, including milestones, timeline and budget
· has requested funding that is appropriate, justified and represents value for money
	20%
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